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Thursday, October 21, 2010

9:00 am BA 524

Present:   Baker, Lori; Brandt, Maria; Brodersen, Lyn; Butler, Corey; Gehle, Vaughn; Nelson, Linda
Absent:  Sanchez-Aizcorbe, Alejandro

Approval of Minutes

·  Corey Butler moved to approve the minutes from the October  14.  Will Thomas seconded.  Motion carried.  

LAC Commentary from the Office of the Chancellor and Faculty Assembly

· Vaughn clarified the commit motion of the Faculty Assembly from October 14.  The commit motion means that, “a committee is empowered to ‘put the motion into proper form for the group to consider’.”
· Some members of the faculty are concerned that the document LACOB sent to Louise Hoxworth was flawed and did not represent the LAC grid accurately.  Lyn  Brodersen indicated that she and Beth Weatherby will discuss the points of contention between our grid and the original proposal with Louise Hoxworth at the CAO meeting in Brainerd next week.  
· When representatives from the Office of the Chancellor visited campus a few years ago, the LAC draft was received positively.   New MnSCU issues regarding transfer and additional review of core MnTC requirements regarding credit hours and distribution appear to have changed the OOC’s interpretation.

· Corey moved that we continue to work on revisions, but wait to take any action until there is further clarification of what needs to be changed in the LAC.  Lyn Brodersen seconded.  Motion carried.

· Corey asked if there were any other suggestions for changes in our LAC document.  The Committee agreed that we will wait to make changes; there are still some issues that need to be addressed for Science majors and those taking the 200-level composition course.

 Possible Training for LAC Advising

· Jan Loft requested that a few members from LACOB provide training sessions for faculty to be able to advise in this LAC.  Linda Nelson indicated that this may simply be a matter of updating the power point presentation that she, Maria, and Corey shared with parents and students over the summer.  Linda will talk with Jan about scheduling the sessions prior to November 3.  LACOB will offer the training.
Hobson’s Retain

· Lyn shared that Admissions Director Andrew Hlubek offered to share Hobson’s Retain software/capabilities with First-Year Seminar instructors.  Lyn will ask Andrew to attend a LACOB meeting, with First-Year Seminar instructors, to demonstrate the software.

LACOB Relationship with CIA

· Lyn Brodersen indicated that she is still working with CIA to find a co-chair for that particular committee.  She asked LACOB to think about how we might structure release time for LACOB and CIA duties most effectively, and that we discuss this at our next meeting.
Other

· How do we address challenges to our decisions to add courses into the LAC?  For example, how do we address MUS 381 and 382?  Music is challenging LACOB’s decision that the courses did not fit into the LAC.  Vaughn moved that appeals to LACOB decisions be taken directly to the Faculty Assembly.  Lori Baker seconded.  Motion carried.

· The Committee discussed an email from Danielle LaSusa raising concerns with the newly-proposed LAC structure, i.e., that there would be less efficient double counting for foreign languages and philosophy.  Philosophy, however, could simply submit the courses in question to Goal 6 for approval; currently, the courses are in Goal 9 only.  Foreign languages, according to MnSCU policy, count under Goal 8 only.  Courses in a variety of areas could be proposed to double count under different Goals. 
· Linda pointed out that we already have 2-3 courses in the Social Sciences, 2-3 in the Humanities, and one in Science that would double count.

· The Committee discussed how many disciplines could structure 200-level writing emphasis courses in their specific disciplines, as long the learning outcomes associated with writing were consistent.  This would widen options for the 200-level writing course, thereby offering more opportunities for counting courses in a variety of areas.  Disciplines wishing to add a course in this area would need to submit proposals to Curriculum Committee by early spring.
· The English Department will offer three sections of ENG 251 during spring term to meet the needs of sophomores and  transfer students.

· The Committee had a discussion about limiting prefixes within the LAC.  There are issues around fulfilling themes, but this would be a good way to spread out courses so that students are not taking too much in any single discipline.  Most of the committee expressed that they like the concept that students cannot take more than two courses in the same prefix.  If transfers come with another set of MnTC courses, we still need to accept the courses that the student in question has completed.  This rule would apply to students who begin and complete the MnTC portion of the LAC at SMSU.  Doing it this way would exempt the two English courses that are required, because the rule would focus on courses outside of Goal 1.  We will put this on hold until we get feedback about how to proceed.  Lyn will ask Pat Carmody to attend next week’s meeting to discuss this item.
Proposal

· SOC 220 (Social Problems) for Ethical and Civic Responsibility.   Vaughn asked whether Sociology has considered submitting this for the Diversity Goal instead.   Vaughn asked if we could have additional clarification in the syllabus as well.  The Committee will consider the proposal  at next week’s meeting.
Other

· Lyn Brodersen moved to adjourn.   Corey Butler seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:23 am.

Respectfully submitted by Lyn Brodersen

